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SURJECT: ILLNESS OF PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA

REF: STATE 212€77 AND PREVIOUS
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l. DOCTORS BARNES AND MAGAL HAVE EXAMINED P asxorn% orlch.cnal

cont pﬂc-c by S/3%

BOURGUIBA ON THREE OCCASIONS DURING PAST TW® A ScAND and cosdy
HAVE HELD LENGTHY CONSULTATIONS WITH TEAM OF TUNIS&AS, by S/

DOCTORS, AS WELL AS WITH MRS. BOURGUIBA WHO|IS IN ALMOST.A - i

CONSTANT ATTENDANCE WITH THE PRESIDENT. DOCTORSvHIPR —

SEE PRESIDENT AGAIN SATURDAY, JAN. 2, AT 5:82 PN ade 1O s
WHICH TIME SWISS DOCIOR AND FRENCH PSYCHIATRIST WHO

TREATED BOURGUIBA IN PARIS WILL ALSO BE PRESENT,

A4

2. BARNES*. AND MAGAL'S PRELIMINARY DIAGNOSIS 1S THAT

THE PRESIDENT WAS SUFFERING FROM " LNYOLUTIONAL MELAN-
CHOLIA" AND THAT POSSIBLY SUPERIMPOSED ON THIS CONDITION NOW
IS ORGANIC BRAIN DISEASE, PROBABLY ARTERIOSCLERGSIS.

THE DOCTORS REPORT THAT IN THE PAST THE INVOLUTIONAL
MELANCHOLIA HAS BEEN TREATED IN PARIS WITH SHOCK THERAPY
(TWO SERIES). THE DOCTORS FEEL, HOWEVER, THAT BOURSBUIBA

HAS NOT HAD ADEQUATE DIAGNOSTIC STUDIES, E.G. HE HAS NOT HAD
SKULL X-RAYS, BRAIN SCAN, PNEUMOENCEPHALOGRAM, GLUCOSE
TOLERANCE TEST, SPECIAL LECTROENCEPHALOGRAMS, OR SPINAL

- TAP, AND THAT THEIR LIKELY RECOMMENDATION, WHICH WILL BE
'GIVEN AFTER THE SATURDAY EXAMINATION, WILL BE THAT IR SR
PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA GO TO SQME LNSPECIFIFD MEDICAL "CENTER R
(SUCH AS ZURICH, LONDON) WHERE SUCH STUDIES CAN BE MADE. & “ymeSm
CERTAIN TESTS CANNOT BE DONE IN TUNISIA. WHILE THEY g N8gZen
INDICATE THAT BOURGUIBA MAY WELL BE MOVING DOWNHILL S STz
RAPIDLY TOWARD PROGRESSIVE ENFEEBLEMENT, THEY CANNOT RULES ™ ¥

OUT THE CHANCE THAT HE HAS A TREATABLE CONDITION, WHICH
CAN ONLY BE DETERMINED WITH FURTHER TESTS.

3. THE DOCnORS REPORT THAT PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA SPENDS

1o 80U

S MEDICINE, HE HAS CONSTANT INSOMNIA. BOURGUIBA HAS
SERIOUS SPEECH IMPEDIMENT WHICH MAY BE PARTLY DUE TO
HEAVY SEDATION UR URGANIC BRAIN DISEASE. HE STARTS
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Jan 1, 19/

SENGTENCES AND THEN STOPS 19 T bt

SEARCAING FOR WORD OR PHrRASE o~ omgalLyY Ty IO HIS
JIFE FoR HELP, BOURGUIEA CaN PO LLOW THROUGH WITH IDEAS,
BT THESE SHOW SIGHS OF PSYCHOLOSICAL DETEKIORATION.
BOURGUiIBA IS OBSESSED WITH IDEa THaT HE IS NEARING THE
END AND THAT HIS PASSING WILL aALS0 BRING THE END CF
TUNISIA. HE CONSTANTLY REFERS 10 HIS EARLIER ROLE IN
sUNIFYING TUNISIA AND IDENTIFIES HIMSELF COMPLETELY WITH
TUNISIA, HE DEPICTS HIMSELF, wilH aRMS OUTSTRETCHED, AS
A MODERN ATLAS HOLDING UP TUNISIA., HE IS IN A VERY EHO«
TIONAL STATE, TEARS FLOW FREQUENTLY, AND HE FREQUENTLY
USES WORDS SUCH AS "TRISTE™ (SaD)y, "FATIQUE™ (TIRED) AND
"FAIBLE" (WEAK) AND REFERS TO TUNISIANS AS HIS CHILDREN.
HE REFERRED TO BEING SURROUNDED BY FRIENDS AND "TRAITORS,".
HARPING AT LENGTH ON THE PERFIDIOUS BEN SaLAaH, AND
"DIVISIONS” AHEAD. THE PRESIDENT CONSTANTLY RETURNS TO
THE PAST AND EXCULPATES HIMSELF OF ALL WROWNGS, AND
CREDITS HIMSELF WITH ALL THE POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS IN
RECENT TUNISIAN HISTORY.

4. THE DOCTORS REPORT FURTHER THAT THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF,

- MRS, BOURGUIBA AND THE TUNISIAN DOCTORS INDICATE THAT

BOURGUIBA SEEMS TO BECOME MOST AGITATED DURING THE AFTER~-
NOON. IN SUCH "CRISIS" MOMENTS, ACCORDING TO MRS. BOUR~-
GUIBA, THE PRESIDENT ASKS FOR A REVOLVER IN ORDER '

"TO END HIS LIFE. HE COMPLAINS THAT HE IS COMPLETELY
USELESS. MRS. BOURGUIBA REPORTS THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS
TRIED TO CHOKE HER, CLAIMING THAT- HE WANTS HER TO DIE ;
WITH HIM., AS THE PRESIDENT IS STILL PHYSICALLY STRONG,
MRS. BOURGUIBA S$SAYS SHE IS AFRAID OF THE PRESIDENT AND
CAN*T GO ON MUCH LONGER. AS THERE IS A DANGER THE
PRESIDENT MAY TRY TO COMMIT SUICIDE, HE MUST BE WATCHED
CONTINUALLY BY ATTENDANTS.

5. DOCTORS BARNES AND MAGAL REPORT THAT THEY ALSO TALKED

‘WITH PRIME MINISTER NOUIRA AT THE PALACE TODAY. THE

PRIME MINISTER FEELS UNDER URGENT PRESSURE TO ISSUE A
COMMUNIAQUE ON THE PRESIDENT'S HEALTH. THE PRIME MINISTER

ALSO WANTS A WRITTEN REPORT FROM THE DOCTORS. THE DOCTORS

HAVE INDICATED THAT THEY WILL NATURALLY DELAY MAKING ANY
RECOMMENDAT IONS UNTIL AFTER THE CONSULTATION WITH THE SWISS

AND FRENCH DOCTORS TOMORROW. HMOWEVER, THEY ADVISED ME THAT THEY
ARE PRESENTLY PLANNING TO MAKE A REPORT TO THE TUNISIAN DOCTORS
(PROBABLY TO DR. M'BAREK, WHO IS THE TUNISIAN PSYCHIATRIST ‘
ON THE MEDICAL TEAM) WHICH, IN CAUTIOUS LANGUAGE, WILL

MERELY STATE THAT THE PRESIDENT SHOULD GO SOMEPLACE WHERE

HE CAN HAVE THE PROPER DIAGNOSTIC TESTS., THE DOCTORS

REPORT THERE SEEMS TO BE SOME RELUCTANCE ON THE TUNISIAN

—

NOT TO-BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

* DECLASSIFIED
PA/HO Department of State
E.O. 12958;.as amended

September @12997




3
5
%
i

W

oI
X

ey
=

oot
S

ra

*3}" 11\ JS OO(‘] 3 »T('iﬂ ‘! R ] !)‘/ J

TOE, MAINLY FROM TH2 Tuniclan mtbloap Tear, TO LETTING
lnf PquTFENT GO \P“‘ Vo, AND T TUNISIAN DOCTORS SEEM
TO BE THE ONES PUSHING FOR aMN AMZRICaY MEDICAL TEAM TO
COME IN AND HELP TaXE CaR: OF THE PrESIDENT. BARNES AND
MAGAL SAID THAT THE PRESIDENT IHDICATED TO THEM THAT HE
WOULD BE WILLING TO GO aRROAD IF THAT WERE THE RECOMMENDATION,

6. COMMENT.

A. THE PRIME MINISTER IS OBVIOUSLY FEELING THE

PRESSURE TO REPORT TO HIiS CARINET AND THEN TO ISSUE A
COMMUNIQUZ ON THE PRESIDENT'S COHDITION AND PLANS, IN

SUCH A COMMUNIQUE, REFERENCE MAY WELL BE MaADE TO THE -
CONSULTATIVE SERVICES OF THE AMERICAN DOCTORS, AS WELL AS

TO THE SWISS AND FRENCH DOCTORS. IF THIS GCCURS, WE G
BELIEVE IT WOULD NOT ONLY BE NECESSARY BUT ADVISABLE FOR

THE TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT TO ISSUZ SUCH A PUBLIC STATEMERT
MENTIONING AMERICAN PARTICIPATION.

B. DOCTORS BARNES AND MAGAL BELIEVE THAT THEY MUST

GIVE THE TUNISIAN DOCTORS A CAUTIGUSLY WORDED WRITTEN
REPORT. THOUGH IT WILL NOT BE SUBMITTED UNTIL AFTER THE
SATURDAY CONSULTATIONS WITH THE SWISS AND FRENCH DOCTORS,
THEY DO NOT. ANTICIPATE ANY CHANGE IN THEIR RECOMMENDATIOV
(THEIR REPORT WOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE TUNISIAN DOCTORS
IN THEIR CAPACITY AS CONSULTANTS.) THE DOCTORS WILL .
REFRAIN FROM RECOMMENDING ANY SPECIFIC PLACE OUTSIDE OF
TUNISIA FOR THESE FURTHER DIAGNOSTIC TESTS. HOWEVER,
BARNES _AND MAGAL FANTICIPATE THAT THE TUNISIANS MAY
SUGGEST THAT BOURGUIBA GO TO THE UNITED STATES FOR THIS
PURPOSE,

- Co THE PRIME NINISTER WILL UNDOUBTEDLY REQUEST FURTHER

ASSISTANCE FROM THE UNITED STATES, EVEN THOUGH HE FULLY
UNDERSTANDS THAT THE SERVICES OF THE AMERICAN DOCTORS HAVE
BEEN GIVEN WITHOUT FURTHER COMMITMENT.

D. WE WILL COMMENT FURTHER AFTER TOMORROW NIGHT'S
MEETING. THE DOCTORS ARE TENTATIVELY PLANNING TO LEAVE -
TUNIS ON SUNDAY BUT WILL REMAIN LONGER IF NECESSARY. IN ‘
THE MEANTIME WASHINGTON COMMENT WOULD BE APPRECIATED.
GP-1. :
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